India is set to demonstrate its expanding global influence by taking a central role at the 56th Annual Meeting of the
World Economic Forum (WEF).Key Event Details and Global Context

The meeting is scheduled to take place from January 19 to 23, 2026, in Davos-Klosters, Switzerland.
Theme for 2026:

The forum will convene global leaders under the timely theme:"A spirit of dialogue in a world marked by fragmentation
and division."

This focus underscores the WEF's commitment to fostering international cooperation at a critical juncture marked by
significant geopolitical and economic challenges.

Challenges on the Global Stage:

The meeting occurs against a backdrop of rising global economic tensions. The Forum's recent risk report highlighted
a major short-term global risk:

e Economic conflicts among major powers.

Experts anticipate that these rising tensions could fundamentally reshape global trade patterns and the future of
multilateral cooperation over the coming years.India's Delegation and Strategic Objectives

India's elevated presence at the summit reflects its growing stature in global economic diplomacy and multilateral
platforms.

Key Participation:

e India's delegation is expected to be prominent, signaling the nation's deep involvement in global discussions.
e Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has already departed for Davos, demonstrating a commitment to
engaging on issues of economic cooperation and sustainable development.

Strategic Interests for India:

Participation in this high-level forum is crucial for advancing India's national and international interests, which include:

Global Supply Chain Resilience: Working toward more robust and diversified global supply networks.
Sustainable Development: Championing policies and initiatives aligned with global sustainability goals.
Cooperation in Emerging Technology Sectors: Promoting international collaboration in areas of future growth
like Al, digital governance, and green technology.

Significance for Aspiring Students

India's engagement at the WEF holds particular relevance for students preparing for competitive examinations such as
the UPSC/BPSC. The Forum'’s discussions and outcomes intersect directly with several core syllabus areas:

e International Relations: Understanding India's diplomatic positioning and relationships with other global
powers.
Global Governance: Analyzing the role of multilateral institutions like the WEF in shaping world affairs.

e Economic Cooperation: Studying global economic trends, risk reports, and India’s proposals for economic
collaboration.

The declarations and agreements reached at the Davos meeting are expected to influence how major economies
address and navigate challenges throughout the coming year, making it an essential event for current affairs study.






