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* AGRICULTURE

India’s record rice output
comes with challenges
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With output surging in recent years,
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PM launches 6,957-crore
Kaziranga corridor work

Modi lays the foundation stone for the 86-km project, flags off two Amrit Bharat trains from
poll-bound Assam; he accuses Congress of aiding infiltrators, neglecting Kaziranga National Park

*RICEPRODUCTION: THERISE AND RISE

® Area (in million hectares) for all seasons

= Productionin Million Tonnes

HARIKISHAN SHARMA

EARLIER THIS month, Union Agriculture
Minister Shivrajsi id India
had surpassed China to become the world's
largest rice producer in 2024-25.

India produced around 150 million met-
ric tonnes while China produced 145.28
milliontonnesin that year. India currently

150
nesT__O

accounts foraround 28% of global rice pro- OF

ELFARE.

Indiahas crossed Chinatobecome | @@ # FEA IR F
the world’s largest rice producer. AR IR HY WW § WER
Does it need to produce so much? ST # ghE @l g g
Jaad gAREd #E & 6

health and It LRRE %I M FIER %
has also been grown in states already ex- | €1 % WE ABA FW Y ,
perencingadeciineingroundwaterlevels | Y s @ 3

The rice yield also diverges widely
1

matic conditions.

In 2024-25, the yield per hectare was
4,428kgin Punjab, 3928 kgin Andhra Pra-
desh,2,561kgin Biharand 2,824 kgin Uttar
Pradesh. The national average was2.929kg
per hectare.

Moving away from paddy

With moreand more farmers preferring
paddy, the Union government has been fo-
cusingoncropdiversification. Itis notonly
lookingat farm income and nutritional se-
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